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‘It’s all British, and at the end of it :
| we can look the Amcricans in the
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A Modern Classic of Quiet Humour

SIR HAROLD NICOLSON’S
Some People

A brilliantly successful experiment in an unusual form of autobiography.

Ostensibly a series of portraits in prose, the book accompanies the author

from school and Oxford along his early career as a diplomat in the
 golden age of three decades ago; but while he appears as the narrator of
o cach episode and introduces many well-known people by name, other
- figures are largely fictional. The settings range from England and
# ~ France to Turkey and the Middle East. The subjects of the nine
- fff dnractcr—smdacs include Miss Plimsoll, the governess who tried to in-
‘ Wﬁm ambmadnrs family with her own devotion to the British
-"-'"ﬁﬂ* v;y,,"-‘.tnd Arketall the tipsy, bowler-hatted valet who accompanied
!*"’ﬁ'"* :E‘ f-‘»' w.-i t&an mtemanmal conference at Lausanne. Three of the

,rf..h...r

mf*‘*‘g‘j{._ KCV O., C.M.G., lived as a Sl iy oo

J-Tsi wie} r‘! *bb ‘which his father, the first Lord Carnock, was ac-

i = -|.. 'fh,_,_

credited as Ar ;ﬂ; dnr. He entered the Foreign Office, served in many

abroad ""‘f" d it:r became a journalist and a Member of Parliament.
m~

.fm:,ﬁ -1 -:e ﬁm asa bmadcaster and public speaker and as a regular

 reviey _ I-Ic has written many books, among which is
4 1 ;; iog _; "of ng Gcorgc V. (2/-)
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About this book @

A BOOK OF WIT AND HUMOUR is a personal anthology
of British humour of the last twenty years compiled by a humort-
ist whose own work in this ficld is on a high level. The selection
includes essays, lyrics, stories, poems and drawings, There are
nearly forty contributors, among them Evelyn Waugh, A. A.
Milne, Sir A. P, Herbert, Eric Linklater, John Betjeman, and
Stella Gibbons. A. G. Macdonell’s famous “‘Cricket Match™ is
here. Here, too, is Nat Gubbins on the twin curses of dogs and
women; sustained lunacy by Beachcomber and Timothy Shy;
four examples of Ronald Searle’s awful schoolgirls, and Arthur
Marshall’s glorious review of schoolgirl’s stories; Brahms and
Simon suggesting that Shakespeare polished up Bacon’s essays;
Stephen Potter on the etiquette of fouling in a gentlemanly way;
H. F. Ellis advising on the messy art of cleaning the porridge
basin; poems by Sagittarius, a film review by C. A. Lejeune, a
-_' piece of surrealist fantasy by Maurice Richardson, drawings by
Emett Pont, and Anton. Michael Barsley includes one of his
1; ‘own “Colonel Bogus” episodes, and writes a “profile” on each
‘ .‘F“ tﬂbutur.
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.sun of a Canon of the Cathedral, Michael Barsley was

 bor ’f‘- and educated in Liverpool, the home of many famous

L b

.;h“" ﬁﬂsts mcludmg Tommy Handley and Arthur Askey. He
' H‘“ '?"’"' undergmduatc magazine at Oxford, entered advertis-

E.::-;;r_ ind . 2 '_ it to sell his own drawings though he had never
w (th: well-known Barsley “poached-egg” eye
gjﬁ;ma, - cgyer of this book). He is the author of a dozen
books on nur ‘and has been bold enough to lecture to Conti-
| p"r’,.;"eﬁ}:;t-fﬂﬁ'ﬁ’i?m ﬂntheBntlsh sense of humour, For ten years he
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has *:*v:v,,": a ...j‘"'f’__ ra ln and tclewsmn producer and reportet,
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