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PREFACE

. It is difficult, perhips even impossible, to read and to
study a book at the same time. To tead is o move with
gome freedom and confidence along the path of the
author's mind. To study is to call 2 halt and to scrutinize
the trail more closely. The balance between reading and
studving is determined by the ability, taste, knowledge,
and purpose of the resder. When, however, the reader
is under direction, as in a school, it is necessary to decide,
if there is to be any such balance, how it shall be secured.
T'here was a time when the question was settled almost
always by the temperament or mood of the person re-

'sp¢m1b1c for directing the attention of the reader. "Uo-day

‘there is'a mote critical approach to the question. "' Bome

‘books,” said DBacon, '‘arc 10 be tasted, others to be

gwallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested.”

Eut if this is true of books, it is equally true, at any

rate so far :1:-'! young readers arc eoncerned, of passages

within l::-mks
“This series aims at helping readers by focusing their
attention, either at long range ot at closer range, upon

'~ questions which, it is hoped, will enrich their acquain-

* tance with the book, For this purpose the questions at

the back of the books are of two kinds. Those under

the heading General Study deal with the larger problems






