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PREFACE

L —

The Newman Association of the St. Joseph's College,
Ticruchirapalli asked me to give three talks on the Saiva
Siddhaanthaa. I pleaded my ignorance of the subject, bul
offered to speak on The Tirprsacogam under the title,
‘ Maanickavancagar-Poet and Mystic'. They agreed,
and I pave the talks in Movember 1969. This booklet 15
& revision of those talks o suit the needs of a printed
book. I am very grateful to the President and
Sceretarics of the Newman Association for giving me this
opportonity to put my meditations of many years into
words My mterpretal:mu af The T;:ru:m:mgum i5 hased
pnmaril:,r on the instruction given me in the work at
great pains and  with great love by my revered guru
Sri V- Subbarayar of Bombay on practically all Sundays
and holidays in the years 1951 to 1935. 1 reverently
dedicate this work to him with humility and gratitude.

1 offer my heart-felt thanks to the unknown donor
‘and my dear friend Professor R. Radhakrishnan, the
vehicle for ‘the denation, who have made the printing of
thiz book possible.

1 am indebted to De V. A Devasenapathi M. A., Ph. D,
Professor of Philosophy, University of Madras, for
giving a learned Foreword to this book at short
potice. Mrs. Ratna Navaratnam and Tiruvaacagamani
K. M. Balasubramaniam have claims on my gratitude
for the valuable opinions they have given about this book.

I am grateful to the Jothi Printers, for their
cooperation and help in bringing out this book.
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[ am now engaged in preparing an i :
rendecing of the entire Tl'rur':!l:.m::l;m %nm Eltingllt;;?u%:flgiﬁ
!‘End'a Brace, it is hoped that this work may be publisheg
in early 1971, Mavy God, in his grace, grant me healyp
and life ta complete thig work. A translation of the

]s!: decad, The Civapurannam, which appears at the end of
this book will serye ac 4 sample.

Readers who are intecested jn the work are requested
o book their copies in advance by sending Rs. 10/- (Ten)
ooly at once by money order to me.  If sent by cheque,
Re. 1/ should be added. This advance booking has an
element of a novel gift plan in it, a zift plan of spiritual
value and, onlike any other gift plan, you will be an
instrument of giving and not a vessel for receiving.  This
advance booking is open only to end of August of this
year. Only those who are genuinely interested in matters
51:'irii:itual and are eagar 1o co-operale with us in sharing with
others the benefits of this gremt mystical fook need send
the money.

Tamil New Year's Day, 1970, G. Vanmikanathan.



Me. 0O VasbikasaTias, helter known
in the Morth a3 G0 Y. Pillai, wns born on
Hth Jamrary 1901 in Tennur, Tiruchimpalli.
He received his educntion mastly froon the
& PG (now Biskop Hebes) High Schoal
and College, Tinschirnpalli and 100k his
BoA- depres with Hislory, Eoonomics and
Lutin a5 his-stbecie During his college
venrs and later tac, (or severnl venrs, he
tonk @n actve pait in the Boy Scont
Movement, and edited. for the two years
of its Iife & mapazine cafles] * Droma” frem
Karuchl.  He was a Dhistrict Soowimaster
o 1922214 in Tiruchirapalli and lster froo
1926 o 1928 for the province of Sisd,

Hi joined the Account: Depuriment ol the Norh Western Railway at Kamchi

a5 d clerk i 1925, and dler seeing service in Tshore, Jamalpur (Bihar),

Caleuiss and Delhi, he metired from Government 2ervics in 036 from Bombay

EEa Depuly Becretary of the Central - Secreenrint Service of the Government
n-:l’_lndla-nﬁ deputution a5 Office Secrerary (othe Bhadi and Villape Industrica

Hoard | pow Commission), Bombay, He servest laler inthe Dethi Clisih Mills

-85 i A dministrative Officer (il] September 1960, Since then he lives in Tenour,
‘Tiruchirapalli, within & stene’s throw of the place whers was born - e was
‘avwarded 1he title of Ran Szhib for eivilian sorvice rendered during the war
ol 193045,

Becomes of a long  line of lovers of Tamiland its literature, and this
nn-:ul'ml penchant  drew him fo Tamil Hierarore in 1728 since when he began
l:uu.ld_r Tamdl seriously. The Tirckkural and the Tiruvascogam are his favourite
a.rudhﬂi_: had, in his early vears, attempied short story writing, and produced
Ball & doeen a.lnring which the Ananda-Vikadan and its English counterpart,
Ihtﬂnﬂ' Hag-.lﬂr:: were kind enough 1o publish,

In |5149-5|:| he completed, edited and poblished om behalf of the Dielhi
Tamil Eing:.lm £ Kamba Ramayanam — A Srudy* by Vo V. 5 Aldyar who had
:I_tqd }'hhm.!l! writlhng the Inst chapier of the baok —a charscier stdy of St
]-]gm iranslaced for the Sabiva Akadamy D Rajendra Prazad’s Autobio-

'Flphrfﬂlm Hindl to Tamil. The All India Hadia, Tiroehisapalll somet.mes
*tses his services For tafks in Tamil.

8 He ia the Organiser of the Tirukkural Prachar Sangh, and, on its
- behalf, he edited 2nd published in 1967 Sri, M. G. Venkatakrishnan's transia-
,.::Enn of 1the Tirokkural in Hindi verse. He has, moreover, tranilated the

fTinﬂ;kml inlo English prose (1969).
' J:hhn: a large circle of loving friends.

Hﬂ: ap ardent devotee of His Holiness Sri Kanchi Kamakot Jagadgoru

Sri Enuhruhur}'l Swamigal, on whose instructions he had the privilege of
lrrii'i"nt. for the usa of children, meanings for the poems *Tirvempavoi® amd
'Erl.'i;lp.llmjluch'l in the Tirovoacagam.




