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PREFACE

The series of booklets entitled "Cultural Leaders of India® i
htended (o create better and greater awareness of Indian collure
among the peneral readine public.

I the seriez, there are shout 125 names of outstanding
figures in [ndizn Hteratire and theusht who have moulded the
mind, life and thought of the peaple = poets and dramatists,
founders of philosophical systerns and religious movenenls,
social philosophers, writers on science, asstheticians, hymLnists,
mystics and composers

These booklets will provide the essential historical and
biopraphical details of these figures as far as they have been cither
set forth in authorirative books by scholars and specielists or as
accepted in tradition, without entering too much inta academic
discussions or controversies over dates, identities, ete, The works
accepted as theirs are also dealt with, drawing special attention to
the higllight=, meaning, beanty, significance and influence of the
warks, without entering, into detailed textual criticism and other
academic problems.

1he accounts bear an accent on the personality of the poet,
philasopher or mystic dealt with, the appeal of his waork o works,
and the nature and extent of the influence of the aothor and his
work on subsequent writers and the people at karge, It is expected
that the evocatory and evaluatory presentation in these accounts
will prodice an adequate appreciation of the contribution of these
personalities to the building up and enrichment of Indian culture,

This booklet deals with the founders of the six philosophical
systems. Of the differenl branches of knowledgs which the
ancient Indian mind developed, the high water-mark s
represented by the schools of philosaphy. Indian tradition itself
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CULTURAL LEADERS OF INDIA

Indian philosophy represents the world's oldest
philagaphical tradition. 1 has had not only the longest
and most continuous development, but also a rch and

varies growth.

The ancient Indian mind revelled in philosophical
speculations from which emerged six schoals of
philosophy, pupu!arlv knowr as darsanas. Each
school or system is associated with = sage as its first
promul tor -Samkhya with Kapila, Yoga with
: *_‘!-’msgs:ka with Kanada, Nyaya with
Mlmml‘l.ﬁ wﬂ:l’:-J aimini ami Vedanta with

I'"'-'

nwl!.'wi in India asa '_r;&uh of the great
; «chnrgﬂtari@qplﬂt; post-Vedic ape




