A History of
Tamil Literature

Mu. Varadarajan

i
3o

Sahitya Akademi



A History of
Tamil Literature

Mu, Varadarajan

Fraeslated from Tamil by

L. Sa: Vidswanathan

%

Sahitya Akademj



Contents

Preface
Fravsfitor’y Noge
Abbreviations used in Heaferarnces
Seheme of Transliteration
1. Taml Lanpusge
2. Tamul Litersture
G Cankam Lierature (B.C S00-200 A.D.)
4. Ethical Literatore { T00-500F A, 12.)
5. The Twin Epics (100-500 4. 13)
6. Devotanal Pocms (600-9WI0 A D )
1. Intferent Types of Literary Works (TO0-1300 AT}
b, Epics (301200 A T3
9, Religious Works (1100-1700 A D)
HY. Catakam and Other Works (1T00-1%10 A.D )
11, Mineteenth Century
12_ Islamic Literature
13, Chnstian Literature
T4, Tamil Litcrature Abroad
153, Plays
If, Stomes
17, Essays and Other T'ypes of Works
[5. Modern Poetical Works

Further Reading
fndex

1l

Y]
Xil

12

26

=l

oy
133
147
153
21
b
L
234
242



Histaries of Literature

It was a happy idea of the Sahitva Akadem! to organise the
publication’ of historical studies of the [lieratures of our various
languages in India. . | emay not be possible for rmany of us o have
adirect acquaintance with the literalures of our various languapes,
But it is cortainly desirable that every person of India whe claims to
b educated should know sumething about languages other than
his own. , . In erder to help in his process, the Sahitya Akademi
has been, . . sponsoring these histaries of Indian fiteratures, The
Akademi is thus widening and deepening the basis of oor caltural
knowledge and making people realize the essential unity of fndia’s
thought and literasy background.
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