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Adthoaeh Suhra and Majid bave been friends from their

childhood, there is something unuenal aboor this affection-

AT ri.']:l[illll\.hill, in that hafore 1]:.&_1-' bacmre :u:qua'.mtn:i

they werg bitter enemies: What wias the reason Tor thas

enmity * They were neighbours: the oo families were on

gl.'l-c‘.ﬂ.] rerrs. Bl Sahra .'Jn-e! f'r‘[:-ei'in:l BeTE irl!ll:ljal'_"il:lif 1-1:!!:5.

Suhra wis seven and Majid nine. They were in the habit of

making faces and ying o frighien each other.

And then came the AT SERI SO Ri_pt-: I nes sTarted
falling from the young trec near Suhra’s houss, She did noe
gl i singrle noe, Wien she ran up on hearing a mango fall,
it would be to see that Majid had aleesuly pieked itup and
wias teking a bite, He would not give itvo her, Evenafl he
prezended 1o be willing togive her one, imwould be one he
had ‘afceady binen ingo. Even then, wien she strerched out
her hand, he would say, “Bie my elbow ! and poke his
elbowr in fromt afher face. In addition 1o that, when he saw
her, he would try to-frighten her by glaring at her and
stickings our his tongue.

Suhra is not m the leasr frightened by this) She does the
samie 1o him. Bur as far as mangocs are concerncd, she
always comes off worse. Why isn’t she getting any man-
goes 7 Whether the wind i3 blerwing or not, Suhra will seand
under the tree, but nothing fallz, norevena leal. She knows
there are plenty of nipe mangoes oo the tree: 1F none falls,

the anly thing to do is 1o climbup. But there are lots of red
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Vaikom Muhamimad Basheer's prose work e N ey
classification, but the thriee siores that comprise Hus
alititie are amony the finest wirks ol fietion that hive

Iy worieen in rm:. tidinn Janguasge. OF the three,
ail this westres us) entirely
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autabiographic
cf:-r-ﬂﬁ-: i Busheer' s awn Hfe, "Me Grondod
Elephant!"the longest and most comiplea of the stones in
ctahlishied Rasheeras one of

the hook, and the work that &
Indin s greatest living wrilers, 14 also the author’s most

succeasful novel and hassold over 106, (0 capies in
Malavalwme,
i Kerala, o

These stories porteay the Moslim communsty |
Wrilten ina stvle that i [1ee of frills and unl.'lﬁ:‘ﬁ:-&“'lw 4 e
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Grmamentation buis witty, wise and firdy nm’teﬁ A IR EERE
local ethas, they paint an evocalive postrait {ﬂ:li!lﬂﬁ.f- s 3- el
known. endlessly fiscipating aln.e {:E-IFLJIE.‘ o
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