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Byeryman, Iwill mo with thes, and be thy soide,
In thy most-oeed 16 go by thy side
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PREEACE

3 BE-GAT 18 el kst foom of the litemary ost,' wroke
rew Loapg in 1907, and the refterarion of some sech stare-
iin every mwﬂﬂmmhmempd
PrERCHL 70
¥ sntholopy must suffer (o8 greater o less exient foom
comal taane and pocjudics; #nd & eablection of hinorous verse
articolusly. [Eahle o be rnnrl:r.‘d by the-pases of i editor
ot Has a disnension bevand itcgem: it % poasible; for
mEIE, to-acknowledge the fact that The TFrmiy Box and Three
oo @ Hood are masteepleses of homour—iad 1o be amased
e and bored by the other,
o the Ceniry of Humoreus Verie from 1550 o 1950 T have
nd the most acsusement in the middle of the period, and least
ards the end.  This dee=s not, howesver, come armiss, for the
=ct ol the presenc wolume i5 10 nclude representative worka
the acknegle masters of humarons verse (accomparied
] mﬂ.‘nl'_'lmg ob mare personal chodoes=—and natumlly G
setnpogary writess have vet qualified for the distincions
ich we lhan] uihdsdta ¥ bo Lear, Lewis Carmoll, 'W. 5,

ar Calverley, ‘b scane In:-lirlwmg near bo the class
ahich such writers as Grodley, Scunlu. Ouiller-Cooch, and
loc hawe alpeady mken & permanent
[he main object being v nclude r.l'm st famous verie
ters amd :hnr best-known » o excuss is noodod lor the
jociey aof iteoid i 1Bl velume,  Among the glants, Leowia
aoll ‘and Lens are oot, however, represented by their moest
10w verses—which may already be fomnd m -ul.l'l.:q'ru.'ll:l.-.l.u.'l- of
spyman's- Library; bot Cribent and Calverley, wnee thiz ia
Ir on Eppearanoe, by s many & seemed poszible withee
wwelghting my an:
Fhile a numb{.r of the :.1.r|.'|'|.-u-r| and poems were neviable,
le resading over the perind-—gided gremly by Punch, whizh
s the whote of i—hes sdded many mames and scts of vesies
ich may be pew 10 the majority of readers,  Several weiters,
hoos D Mavrer, Andrew Lang, P Anatey, St John Hankin,
1 Painick Barrington, have demanded an unsspeciadly large
weance of space, and mAy one day he classed a8 fkjoc wnters
bumorans verse; while several podmma by wrsters
Eorvn, of known for uttecly differcns Bincds of woting, Tuv-
nmandsd a l'h].ll,'.ll\'-l'lT]!I ] m.ll.lsl.mhtHlm...h pften o other
fm by the suthor in question coald be coosidered for an
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Lough with the Giant Mirth-mabkers and
Satirists, the gentle Pun-malers, Lyrical
Limarickists and Couplotoers . . . from a carefres

yestorday. . . . “ ¥, Anstey ' Oliver Weondell Holrmes
Foinick Barriongton T Hi

Honry Charles Bedching A. B Hogsemag

1 Hilairs Ballag Dean Tngs

J_." Amoll Bennstt Eodyard Eipling

_ John Betjeman Fonakl Knox
* Tiewds Charrall ! Efward Lear

O K. Ohesterton E V. Lucus

Nioal Ooward AA Milng

Walter s La Mare Opdan Naalg

‘T. 8. Eliokt Burry Fain

Tobn Gaksworthy James Payn

Charleg Graves Thomas Love Papoook
George Eobey, ate., efo,
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