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Rofland Roberison, editor of Socivlogy of Refigion (Penguin,
1069), in his Introduction, has observed that “ong of the most
intrigUing intellectual phenomenn n the mid-twentieth century
i the widespread interest 10 religion of & tine when there 15 also
extensive agreement thal religious helicf, as traditionally under-
stood, has markedly declined In its inreinsie signilicance for most
members of modern societies.”

The importance of religion in generating and stoning values and
pelicls related to.the meaning, purpuse, und significance of man’s
Jife, as was studicd by classical sociclogists like Emile Crurkheim
of France and Max Weber of Germany, i apain being studied in
modern times. Modern sociologists view the study of religion as
part of a general study of culture and knowledpge, They are
;i;;::!n_‘J]T.[.ElEE-'El oo distinctive and wide-ranging perspective derived
from within their own discipline, and to that cxtent they are able

o ask guestions which relate to all religions on a comparative
basis or to distill out social features of one or a group of religious
- {;'.f:liﬁ.l_‘s_}'ﬁ;_l‘id the social processes by which and through which beliefs
are maintained and expressed, Unlike the religious sociologist,
siologist of religion secks fo illuminate the relaticnships
religion and other aspects of a society, such as its
cs, politics, or science.

Pr;qf this volume are not religious sociclogists. They
nol sociologists of religion of any considerahle standing.
siologists whose interests runge from institutional
tﬂm. "ﬁ_ulture. scipnoe and knowledpe to religion,
: j'thd]u'gy, In this volome they Have included a
__Eﬁ-_ih'which'am discussed a most surprising pheno-
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