


A GREA'T FOEL OF THE SOVIET EPOCTH

Ine 1907, at the time of (e Geeat Dctober Soeialst
Eevolution, Viadimir Mavakewsky was  twenty=four
vears old, but had alrcady accumnlated extensive uncd
mantfold secial and literary experience. "My resolu-
tion®—so he defined his attitude to thehistoric gvents
i Russia and directly went to work at the Smolny,
The buildine of the [ormer Smolay institute, a boarding
schonl for daupghters of the nobility, now houosed the
headquartcrs of  the October  uprising  guded by
V. L. Lenin. Here throbbed the heart of revolutionary
[tozsia, hero, in the Smaolby, her future destinics were
bemp decided.

The poet immediately found his place n the ranks
of Lenin's followers, applying all hiy poelical fervour
to the imspired and inspiring cveryday work of huild-
mgr a new socialist society. The dream he had long
chershed as a poet and revoluliohary was coming Lruies
“And he, the [ree man of whom I'm velling—hcll
come, believe me, believe, he will,” Mavakovsky pro-
phesied buck in 19150 his early poem Cllar and Peace.
In the revolution Mavakovsky's forceful revolutionary
oratory and soul-searching lyricism HEZLgJiTEI:l full scope
and hc became the first poct of the Soviet cra. "L he
ideas of the revolution made Mayvakeveky's poctry what
it was; an cxpression of Russia’s new national cultore,
in which her great classic heritage was developed in
new forms. Mavakovsky's work may be correctly under-
stood @z a manifestation of the Fussian national spint
and national art, only in the light of the struggle for
the ]l'um_'l'n: ﬂﬂ.d 1]115'.':[5&“?" ﬁi!:gni:ﬁr:ﬂnt 1deals le the
revolution. , [

A reader making his first acquaintance with Mayva-
kovaley's poetey will naturally ask himself what land of
man the poet was, how he came to azecomplish his
gri':'at artistic mission. Tet us, therefore, _thmw__a cur-
“sary look at the main landmarks of his hfe and work,
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Mayakovsky spent his childhood in the remote '[}{-mr'-
‘mian village of Baghdadi, renamed after the poet's
eath inte Mavakovsky. The village liesin a deep pic-
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fn 1960 Progress Publishers put ould in
English a small book of Mayakovsky's
verse, which was well received by poetry-
lovers abroad.

This new selection, we hope, will offer
our readers abroad a belter idea of
Mayakovsky, one of the finest poets of the
twenticlli century.

1fie translations were made from texts
included in the I13-velume “Collected
orks” of Mayakousky prepared by the
A. M. Gorky fm&iﬁum of Warld Litera-
ture, The book presents a wider sampling
of Mayakousky's pre-revolutionary writ-
ings, as well as the full text of his fong
poems “Cloud in Pants”, “It" and
“0. 1. Lenin”,

The book’s preface is iy one of our most
eminent authorities on Mayakovsky, Uictor
Pertsov, Ph.D., who knew the poei per-
Sonally and worked with him in the
twenties.

The “Selected Poems™ were rendered
into English by Dorian Rottenberg, al-
ready known to readers [rom the 1960
edition and other published translations.
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